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police blotter
Bathroom Blunder
November 10, 11:21 p.m.
Someone found a male in the third floor 
bathroom in Duniway Hall. The third floor 
bathroom is for females. When the suspect 
was questioned, he claimed to be a high 
school student. Officers later learned that 
the young man was a University of Montana 
student who lives in Craig Hall. The male 
was cited for minor in possession. 
Silly Shootout
November 13, 3 p.m. 
A caller reported that two people in the 
Skaggs building with Nerf guns were having 
a shootout. Campus police did not respond 
and no casualties were reported. “Nerf-
ing is not really against the law. I’m not 
exactly sure that’s why the Skaggs Building 
was built though,” Campus Police Chief Jim 
Lemcke said.  
Mom’s Marijuana 
November 17, 11:41 a.m.
A young woman in Jesse Hall received a pack-
age smelling strongly of marijuana. When offi-
cers investigated the incident they found that 
the mother of the young woman had shipped 
her daughter the marijuana. The daughter was 
cited for possession of dangerous drugs. 
Library Looney
November 17, 10:01 p.m. 
A young woman was studying in the Mans-
field Library when an older male flashed his 
genitals to her. The man was described to be 
in his forties or fifties, 6 feet tall with bushy 
gray hair. When the student went to report 
the incident, the flasher fled the scene. 
“It must be something about the glue in the 
books because the library is a popular place 
for weird stuff,” Lemcke said. 
In our first column, we mentioned the “jigsaw puzzle of cra-
ziness” that can characterize our romantic relationships. We 
touched on it briefly, but did not discuss what creates that crazi-
ness: games. Are we going to rail against playing games here? 
No, we merely describe them. How best to deal with them is left 
to you.
“Games” are anything meant to solicit a reaction from anoth-
er person that accords validation to the catalyst. Games are all 
around us, in every interaction really.  The last time your friend 
walked in screaming some incomprehensible words along with 
nonsensical actions? You witnessed the effect of games.
Games are present from almost the very beginning of a re-
lationship, from introductions to getting a number.  You might 
call just to see how interested the other person is and eventually 
“accidentally” miss their call. Ironically, whoever does the least 
has the most power.
Despite the developing emotional rubber band, games may 
get serious.  Eventually, she might hang out with her ex, so he 
flirts with her girlfriend. He might randomly leave town to hang 
out with another love interest and call days later to counteract 
her perpetual aloofness and make her freak out. It’s always about 
seeking a reaction and pushing emotional buttons.
But there is a reason behind this. The desire for wholeness: 
the idea of being one with another person. We can almost ignore 
our mortality by building something above and beyond our-
selves. Despite the confusing behavior, I believe everyone wants 
a meaningful relationship. Arriving at that point, however, may 
take years and leave you with long-lasting emotional scars.  It’s 
the game, and we can’t always win.
Either way, the games we play depend on the interplay be-
tween ego and wholeness.  Whichever is dominant determines 
our conduct. As such, games may not be the culprit.  The culprit 
may simply be our humanity.
All this holds many ramifications for relationships, particu-
larly in today’s world. Modern relationships seem to consist of 
scoring points against the other person.  One can always mass 
text message looking for a late-night booty call or set their Face-
book status to “[Whoever] is a total hoebag!” Countless options 
contribute to the absence of emotional closeness and encourage 
us to play.
Have we played games? Of course.  We’re human. Not to ex-
cuse the behavior, but merely to explain it. We hate games, and 
we’d love to be honest, but walking up to someone and stating 
you’d like to spoon them tenderly would be unbearably awk-
ward. In that sense, games may be a necessary evil, but we be-
lieve they can be played without hurting others.
chance.petek@umontana.edu
The governor’s proposed bud-
get was generous to Montana’s 
colleges, but the Board of Regents 
and University of Montana of-
ficials weren’t placing bets on the 
outcome of the legislative session 
next year when they met on the 
UM campus Thursday.
Gov. Brian Schweitzer’s bud-
get, which was released Monday, 
proposed a nearly 10 percent, or 
$39 million, increase to higher 
education funding. He hopes 
the Regents will use the money 
to manage enrollment growth 
without increasing tuition, said 
Schweitzer’s Education Policy 
Advisor Dan Villa.
UM President Royce Eng-
strom said the university’s prior-
ities are managing record enroll-
ment, improving retention and 
expanding graduate education.
State legislators must ap-
prove the governor’s budget. 
Their decision could relieve or 
compound budgeting stress for 
Montana schools.
Building funds and the COT
Schweitzer’s proposal in-
cluded $6 million for building 
projects at UM, which would be 
spent on building improvements 
or repairs. 
But large-scale projects like 
new facilities at the College of 
Technology will not benefit from 
the governor’s allotment, Eng-
strom said.
The governor did not priori-
tize the COT in his proposal to 
legislators, who usually fund 
such projects with specific ap-
propriations.
The COT’s $32.5 million ex-
pansion has been the top pri-
ority of UM and the Regents 
since 2009, although discussions 
began as early as 2000, said Di-
rector of Alumni Relations Bill 
Johnston. 
Topping the list doesn’t mean 
it will receive funding from the 
legislature’s Long Range Build-
ing Program. 
“We are trying very hard to 
visit with any and all legislators to 
impress upon them the situation 
that the COT faces day in and day 
out and that the facility in which 
they’re studying is wholly inad-
equate,” Johnston said.
Biomass plant 
The Regents could sup-
port UM’s biomass project next 
month by approving the sale of 
bonds to complete the $16 mil-
lion plant.
Vice President of Administra-
tion and Finance Bob Duringer 
presented basic information on 
the proposed wood-gasification 
system that could use 70 percent 
less natural gas than the current 
steam plant.
“When you calculate that the 
carbon footprint will be reduced 
by 25 percent, does it calculate 
the trucks hauling wood chips 
to the site?” asked Regent Steve 
Barrett.
Duringer assured Regents the 
consideration would be included 
before a Dec. 16 conference call 
when UM hopes the board will 
vote on the item. 
He said he will discuss the 
funding plan with the Regents in 
the coming weeks and is confi-
dent he will solidify their support.
Graduate tuition rates
Regents vote today on a pro-
posal to allow universities to set 
tuition at in-state levels for non-
resident graduate teaching and 
research assistants. Montana is 
one of only three states without 
similar policies.
Regent Lynn Morrison Ham-
ilton was concerned the move 
would threaten state support of 
Montana graduate students, but 
Engstrom assured her it would 
help Montana colleges compete 
nationwide for the best graduate 
students—including from with-
in its own borders. 
Hamilton said her questions 
were answered and expects to 
see support for the proposal.
jayme.fraser@umontana.edu
heidi.groover@umontana.edu
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Regents discuss funding, biomass plant, grad students
Jayme Fraser
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After decades of being stored away by 
an anonymous donor in an undisclosed 
location, historic European masterpieces 
will see the light of modern civilization at 
the Montana Museum of Art and Culture. 
Hung in gold frames against royal blue 
walls, the private collection of oil paint-
ings by Paul Gaugin, Pierre Auguste-
Renoir and Rene Magritte now hang in 
the museum’s Meloy Gallery, and will be 
on display until March 12.
The exhibition provides visitors a 
chance to view works by some of the 
most notable artists from the late 18th 
century, to the early 20th century includ-
ing: Alexander Archipenko, Rosa Bon-
heur, William Bougurerau, Max Ernst, 
Paul Gaugin, George Romney, Theophile 
van Rysselberghe and John William Wa-
terhouse. 
MMAC’s permanent collection of 
prints by Giovanni Battista Piranesi, Jean-
Michel Moreau, Francoi Boucher is also 
on display in the Paxon Gallery. They will 
be alongside others by Marc Chagall, Pab-
lo Picasso and Joan Miro.
Barbara Koostra, MMAC’s director, 
said the paintings are from an anonymous 
lender, and that some of the works have 
not been on display for decades. 
“We are thrilled to offer art of this mag-
nitude to the students and public,” Koostra 
said. “It’s a rare opportunity in Missoula.” 
Snow’s coming and skiers are ready for 
it. 
For weeks, snow has been increasingly 
visible on nearby peaks and it’s supposed 
to be a La Nina year (read: tons of snow). 
Though most local resorts have yet to 
open their gates, skiers and boarders are 
anticipating the powder days ahead.
Snowbowl already has about two feet 
at its summit, according to the resort’s 
owner Brad Morris. Backcountry ski con-
ditions are also looking pretty good, es-
Sally Finneran/Montana Kaimin
Shawna Putnam looks at prints at the Montana Museum of Art and Culture Thursday after-
noon. Putnam, a senior in communications and entertainment management, said she really likes 
the etchings and paintings currently displayed in the MMAC. “It amazes me what they could do,” 
Putnam said. The exhibit, which features Renoir and other European masterpieces, opened last 
week and will run until March 12. 
Historic masterpieces on display
MMAC’s curator, Brandon Reintjes, 
said in both the galleries, the pieces are 
on display in chronological order start-
ing in the 1700s. 
“It’s a large scope into the experience 
and a wonderful glimpse into these 
beautiful pieces of history,” Reintjes said. 
“You can compare the styles throughout 
history, and the stories behind the pieces, 
in one exhibit.”
Koostra said hundreds of people have 
viewed the exhibit in the five days that 
it’s been open. 
“There has been a tremendous re-
sponse already,” Koostra said, includ-
ing one from a man who said the exhibit 
made him drop to his knees, and another 
saying that he felt as if he were in London 
or Rome. 
Reintjes said the pieces by John Wil-
liam Waterhouse are recognizable and 
outline the making of his career.
Both Reintjes and Koostra said they 
are excited about people in the commu-
nity starting to recognize MMAC and 
what the institution is capable of. They 
hope to expand it into a bigger space like 
the other designated state museums: Mu-
seum of the Rockies in Bozeman and the 
Historical Society in Helena. 
“I’m delighted people are picking up 
on this factor,” Koostra said. “It’s a trea-
sure for all Montanans. People are begin-
ning to learn that we have the potential to 
teach about Montana and give us a valu-
able expression of other cultures as well.”
Ski season drops in early
Emerald Gilleran
Montana Kaimin
pecially at pass areas and at higher eleva-
tions in the Bitterroot.
“The snow we’re getting right now is 
ideal for backcountry,” said Steve Kar-
kanen, the director of the West Central 
Montana Avalanche Center. “Overall, I’m 
hoping for a lot of snow early with few 
avalanche problems.”
There have been two avalanches re-
ported already this year, both by back-
country skiers near Bozeman, according 
to Karkanen. He also said he wants to 
encourage people to get avalanche infor-
mation from WCMAC’s website, missou-
laavalanche.org. The organization also of-
fers a plethora of avalanche safety classes 
to the community.
According to Travis Goodkind, the 
manager of local gear retailer Backcoun-
try Skis and Racks, it’s the Missoula com-
munity that drives the skiing here. He 
said that Missoula has a lot of ways to get 
people excited about the ski season, from 
classes to screenings of ski movies.  
“Skiing is a big part of the community 
here. People live in this part of the state 
because they like the skiing it offers, es-
pecially the backcountry,” Karkanen said.
According to employees at the Trail-
head, so far this season there has been an 
increase in sales, and the store has even 
sold out of some types of gear.
Backcountry Skis and Racks, like the 
Trail Head, hopes that a good ski season 
will translate into sales.
“When it snows, we get a little bump. 
Things are definitely fueled by snow,” 
Goodkind said.
It’s not just skiers and boarders that 
benefit from high snowfall. Above-aver-
age snow in the winter also translates into 
above-average river flow in the spring 
and summer, which is good for kayak 
and raft sales.
emily.downing@umontana.edu
Emily Downing
Montana Kaimin
According to Reintjes, MMAC has 
worked on making the galleries as ac-
cessible as possible to students, with 
expanded hours, a renewed website, a 
Facebook page and a decent program. 
President Engstrom is hosting the Board 
of Regents in the galleries so they can 
view them as well. 
Gallery hours are Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Saturday from 12-3 p.m., 
and Thursday and Friday from 12-6 p.m. 
MMAC is also part of First Friday and 
UC catering will be providing snacks for 
December’s First Friday. 
Koostra said exhibits like this pull 
people together for a shared experience. 
“It will be talked about for weeks to 
come,” Koostra said. 
emerald.gilleran@umontana.edu
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A recent study on bird beak de-
formations conducted in Alaska 
is raising concerns as the scope of 
its findings seem to be spreading 
into the lower 48.
In Montana, researchers have 
seen malformations similar to 
those described in the Alaskan 
study. Judy Hoy, director of the 
Bitterroot Wildlife Rehabilitation 
Center, said numerous birds com-
ing through her center with beak 
deformations are similar, yet, not 
the same to those described in 
the Alaska study published last 
month in a scientific bird journal, 
The Auk.
“The most prevalent malfor-
mation I’ve seen in Montana is 
that some birds’ upper face is 
underdeveloped causing an un-
derbite,” said Hoy, who has been 
studying deformations since 1996.
This is when the upper bill de-
velops differently than the lower 
bill, she said.
A bird then loses its ability to 
sufficiently feed itself and depends 
on easy food sources, like bird feed-
ers. Misshapen beaks also prevent 
birds from efficiently preening their 
feathers to keep warm and clean.
Bird beak deformities seen in Montana
National news outlets have cir-
culated the Alaska study’s findings 
across the U.S.
Authors of the study, Colleen 
Handel and Caroline Van Hemert, 
research and wildlife biologists 
with the U.S. Geological Survey, 
detail malformations in Alaskan 
wild birds and raise the sugges-
tion that these cases are spreading 
into the northwestern U.S. 
Additional studies are ongoing 
as to the exact causes of these de-
formities. The Alaska study attri-
butes the causes of beak abnormal-
ities to “a broad array of factors.” 
Nutritional deficiencies, bacterial, 
fungal, viral or parasitic infections 
are all being considered, along 
with environmental pollutants.
In the Bitterroot area, Hoy spec-
ulates herbicides may cause some 
of the malformations she’s seen.
In one instance, when a road-
side stream bank collapsed, a swal-
low hatchling nesting there was 
brought to Hoy in the wildlife re-
hab center. 
“Besides having a short upper 
bill and underdeveloped face, the 
swallow’s wings were setting at 
a strange, unnatural angle,” she 
said.
Hoy said the roadside by the 
collapsed stream bank had herbi-
cide-treated weeds.
“It’s a Catch-22,” she said. 
“We’re spraying to get rid of 
weeds but the young of any verte-
brate species — birds, toads, fish, 
grazing animals, etc. — are im-
pacted. It’s all connected.”
Rob Domenech, director for the 
Raptor View Research Institute, a 
Missoula-base research organiza-
tion, said he sees similar deforma-
tions in various raptor species. 
“With eagles, beak deformities 
may force them to feed on things 
like road kill,” Domenech said. 
“Subjecting them to other dangers 
like lead poisoning from hunted 
animals, diseases and traffic.”
Domenech cited a beak malfor-
mation case with a golden eagle 
that had been caught successively 
by his research team from 2004 to 
2009. Over that time he said they 
observed that its beak grew ab-
normally long, the bird lost weight 
and had extremely high levels of 
lead in its bloodstream during one 
sampling.
Domenech has done extensive 
research into lead poisoning in 
raptors in western Montana.
“With toxins, we don’t even 
know how they affect us humans, 
much less other species,” he said.
This past week, when work-
ing near the Missoula landfill, he 
said he came across a crow with a 
crossed bill and a starling with an 
unnaturally long bill with other 
deformations in its feet and legs.
“I was surprised that the lit-
tle thing was still holding on,” 
Domenech said. “These animals, 
though, are survivors and they’ll 
continue to make it by.”
Though there are a variety 
of beak deformations observed 
across Alaska and the lower 
48 states, there is no one cause 
for these abnormalities, yet 
Domenech said there is often one 
common denominator.
“It’s likely a human-caused 
phenomena,” Domenech said. 
“We’re seeing this from seed-eat-
ing birds to carnivores, and across 
various landscapes. It stretches 
across the bird regime.”
hannah.ryan@umontana.edu
Hannah J. Ryan
Montana Kaimin
Photo Courtesy of Judy Hoy
This immature golden eagle was found near Darby, Mont. in 2001 and 
brought to the Bitterroot Wildlife Rehabilitation Center. Its upper bill was 
underdeveloped enough so that the bird had to cross its beak in order to 
close its mouth.
story by Alyssa Small | photos by Ben Coulter
BELOW ‘Jen’, played by Erin Heffelfinger, reacts 
during a family counseling session to accusations 
that she was looking at pornography online.
LEFT This ‘dysfunctional’ family is full of surprises. 
From left: Jay (Alex Parelius), Jen (Erin Heffelfin-
ger), Beth (Leah Holmes), Edna (Shawna Baum), 
and Carrie (Myra Nurre).
RIGHT Catherine O’Day discusses counseling 
techniques with her social work class Friday after-
noon. The class works with UM theatre students 
to simulate real life therapy situations. 
Family Therapy
JEN WAS THE first of five fam-ily members to enter a room with a circle of seven chairs 
in the middle. Carrying a back-
pack, she took in the scene with 
wide eyes.
Beth and Jay followed — Jay 
talking to a co-worker on his 
phone and Beth urging him to 
hang up. 
Carrie, in a low-cut black shirt, 
grey skirt and heels, and Grand-
ma Edna with her black blanket-
like shawl wrapped around her 
ended the procession.
“What are we doing here 
again, dear?” Edna asked.
Carrie blew a bubble with her 
gum until it burst with a loud 
crack.
“We’re here to support Jen,” 
she responded, a mocking tone 
in her voice.
The family members all sat 
down. None of them could re-
member the last time they had 
all sat in a room together.
Two social workers sat down 
with the family. 
“Thank you all for coming,” 
the professor said to the family. 
“Why don’t we get started?”
UNIVERSITY OF Mon-tana Professor Cath-erine O’Day hopes her 
masters of social work practice 
class gives her students a taste of 
what it is like to lead a therapy 
session. About 15 students are in 
the class, which is a first semes-
ter requirement in the masters of 
social work program. 
But social work students 
aren’t the only people who get to 
practice their skills in this class.
Five actors also attend the Fri-
day afternoon class. They come 
in costume, emotional baggage 
in tow, and the social work stu-
dents spend an hour working 
with them the same way they 
would with real clients in a ther-
apy session.
“Although the students know 
they’re just actors, they don’t 
treat the situation like it’s not 
real,” O’Day said. “The actors 
are just too good to not believe it. 
Real tears are not uncommon in 
the class.”
This is the third time that 
O’Day has hired acting students 
for the class. 
When she first tried bringing 
in actors, it was to replace a tra-
ditional, lecture-oriented teach-
ing style. O’Day was inspired 
by a model that has been used 
to train medical, pharmaceutical 
and veterinary students. 
She said lecturing didn’t work 
well in the class because it just 
showed the students a narrow 
approach to problem solving. 
 “I’m in the business of mak-
ing 15 unique, confident social 
workers who can form their own 
styles,” she said.
The social work students also 
learn to work in pairs when the 
actors come together for family 
therapy.
To start, O’Day doles out basic 
character sketches to the actors 
detailing their issues. She said 
she likes to give the actors dif-
ficult problems so that the social 
work students can experience 
dealing with depression, drug 
addictions, homosexuality and 
abortion. 
 “When they leave school, I 
want them to have an idea of 
what to do if someone comes 
out in their therapy session,” she 
said.
The only further character 
information she issues is a ba-
sic sentence or two in a weekly 
e-mail listing what secrets she 
wants revealed in the next thera-
py session. From there, the actors 
have free reign to create the per-
sonality and background details 
of their characters.
Furthermore, the sessions are 
unscripted.
“Letting them structure their 
characters brings some authen-
ticity to the project,” O’Day said. 
“They’re the actors and they 
know what they’re doing and 
what they want to try. Who am I 
to squelch their creative process?” 
DO YOU GUYS still love Carrie?” Jen asked her parents.
“Of course we do,” their 
mother, Beth, snapped.
“Carrie do you feel like they 
love you?” Jen asked her older 
sister. “Do they treat you like they 
love you?”
“It’s hard when your child 
doesn’t obey, —” their father, Jay, 
started to say.
“Despite everything you’ve 
done in your life, do they still 
make you feel like they love 
you?” Jen interrupted him. 
A long pause filled the room.
Finally, Carrie responded.
“I don’t think that’s relevant.”
“Of course it’s relevant!” Jen 
told Carrie. Turning to her par-
ents, she asked, “Is the only rea-
son you love me is that I’m the 
good one? What if I wasn’t? What 
if I did something? What if I am 
something?”
“I don’t know what you want 
me to say,” Jay said more to the 
therapists in the room than to his 
daughters. “How can I prove that 
we love our children? Of course 
we love our children. We have a 
hard time showing it sometimes 
when our children are rebel-
lious—”
“I’m gay!” Jen shouted before 
bursting into tears.
FRESHMAN ERIN Hef-felfinger’s character is the reason the mock family 
is finally discussing its prob-
lems. Jen, who has always been 
the good girl of the family, was 
caught at her high school with 
alcohol and suspended. Now, 
Jen’s grades are suffering and 
the family is attending counsel-
ing to find the root of the prob-
lem.
Heffelfinger said she is very 
different from Jen and that she 
enjoys finding ways to avoid 
stereotyping her.
“It’s like I’m playing the per-
son you pass on the street,” she 
said. “You see them, and you 
can think what you want about 
them, but you don’t really know 
them or their story.”
One way she likes to show 
Jen’s “assertive, but still shy” 
personality is through the cloth-
ing she wears to the sessions.
“I like to wear things that Jen 
would think are cute — skirts 
and dresses,” she said, because 
“
Actors give social work students 
a chance to practice counseling
Jen respects the sessions and 
wants to look good for them. 
Junior Myra Nurre, who 
plays Carrie, not only dresses 
the part, but takes it a step fur-
ther and uses makeup to ex-
press her character. In one ses-
sion she came “hung over” and 
with a black eye.
Nurre said when she has 
control of her character’s devel-
opment, it gives her room to let 
the issues come out naturally.
“There’s no hiding,” Nurre 
said. “Everything has to be re-
ally super organic and genuine, 
or it won’t feel real to the social 
workers.”
She said, she has been able to 
develop a character who is com-
pletely different from herself.
“Carrie does everything 
that I didn’t do in high school,” 
Nurre said. “It’s fun to play the 
bad girl sometimes.”
Those aspects of Carrie’s 
character include underage 
drinking, drugs and premarital 
sex with a boyfriend five years 
her senior that resulted in preg-
nancy. 
She gets into her character 
when she changes into her cos-
tume, which usually includes 
revealing shirts and high heels.
“When I’m putting my make-
up on for the class, I do it like 
Carrie would,” she said. “I listen 
to rap music on my way there 
like Carrie would … It’s all to 
help me be a more real Carrie.”
CARRIE, YOU’VE BEEN pretty quiet about this,” social worker 
Rachel Cutler said. “I’d like to 
hear what you’re thinking about 
what your sister just shared.”
Carrie slouched in her chair 
as she stared across the circle at 
Jen. 
“So you’re gay,” she said, 
throwing her hands in the air. 
“La-dee-frikkin-da. I mean I’ve 
been a lesbian, too, if that means 
you kiss girls.”
Jay began, “Your sister just 
summoned the courage to—” 
“That’s the big secret?” Car-
rie continued. “Big deal. She’s 
already out at school.”
Silence filled the room until 
Jen spoke.
“So … you’re OK with it?” 
She asked. “You accept it?”
“It’s just not a big deal. Some 
people have a little bit bigger se-
crets than that,” Carrie said.
THE YOUNG ACTORS stretch beyond personal experience to portray a 
work-obsessed father, an over-
worked housewife and a grand-
ma suffering from dimentia.
Freshman Alex Parelius said 
it’s been a challenge to play the 
only man in the family.
“I feel like there’s more pres-
sure on me because I’m sup-
posed to be the powerful mem-
ber of the family,” he said.
His character, Jay, devotes 
more time to work than to his 
family. He shares so little of 
his life with his daughters that 
twice in the sessions Carrie 
asked what his job is.
Parelius said he sticks pretty 
close to the information O’Day 
gives him about his character. 
“I try and make sure my 
character is only actually alive 
on Fridays,” he said. “I don’t 
think a ton about him outside of 
the class.”
Sophomore Leah Holmes 
plays the mother of the family, 
Beth. Holmes said she started 
out thinking her character 
would yield to her husband’s 
decisions. But after one session 
of sitting quietly she was sur-
prised to hear the observations 
of the social work students.
“They all kept saying, ‘The 
mom has the power,’ which 
I never meant to happen,” 
Holmes said.
Holmes said she models 
Beth’s parenting style after her 
own mother’s.
“I’ve said a couple of times 
in the sessions, ‘I don’t want to 
be your friend. I’m your parent,’ 
and my mom used to say the 
same thing to me when I was 
younger,” Holmes said.
Shawna Baum, a senior who 
plays Grandma Edna in the 
family, said the class has offered 
her new experience in improvi-
sation.
“It’s less nerve-wracking be-
cause you’re not thinking about 
lines,” Baum said. “But it’s a 
lot harder in group improv be-
cause it’s not just about you. It’s 
really hard to figure out what 
to do with your own character 
when there are all of those emo-
tions happening in the group at 
once.”
Baum said the experience is 
rewarding because the actors 
get more detailed feedback than 
they would from a play’s audi-
ence who only sees them once 
for one hour. 
 “The social workers really 
know to watch everyone,” she 
said. “They’re excellent at notic-
ing those nuances that we think 
so much about as actors.”
The actors usually stay after 
the sessions to debrief with the 
whole class about what tech-
niques worked for their charac-
ters.
Baum said her character only 
recently moved in with the fam-
ily and that Edna often feels like 
an outsider on the issues, which 
is why she doesn’t say much in 
the therapy sessions.
“Edna’s like Beth in that she 
doesn’t really like having all 
of that dirty laundry brought 
out in public like this, but she 
doesn’t see an alternative,” 
Baum said.  
IN THE MIDDLE of the ses-sion, a phone rang, violating a rule the family had estab-
lished in its first meeting.
After an awkward moment, 
Jen scrambled for her phone 
and, instead of turning it off, 
answered it. No one stopped 
her.
“Hi. Yeah, it went fine,” she 
said softly into the phone.
“So Princess Jen has her 
phone on, and it’s all OK,” Car-
rie spat out. “She’s gay and it’s all 
OK. I drink and smoke pot and 
have sex and had an abortion 
two years ago and it’s all OK, 
right? So what? Life goes on.”
Jen hung up.
“It’s all about Princess Jen 
and not condemning anything 
she does,” Carrie said.
“Did you know about this?” 
Edna asked her daughter softly.
“Of course we didn’t know, 
mother,” Beth shot back.
MASTERS STUDENT Mollie Devlin was one of the team therapists, 
or “co-facilitators,” in the third 
session with the mock family, 
and she said leading the session 
was a constant battle.
“It was like I was in the 
trenches the whole time,” she 
said.
She said the class makes for 
good practice because the situa-
tions are feasible and the actors 
have been cooperative and ap-
proachable.
“It’s exciting to have a chance 
to try out different techniques 
on them because you don’t have 
to worry about actually damag-
ing a client,” Devlin said. 
Devlin, 27, has worked in 
Missoula at a youth home for 
almost two years counseling 
troubled teens. She said that of 
all the students in the class, it’s 
easier to spot the more seasoned 
social workers.
“Some people have been do-
ing stuff like this for 10 years,” 
she said. “They’re more obvious 
because they bring up real ex-
amples of issues they have faced 
in their work.”
The class has been beneficial, 
Devlin said, because the actors 
are so believable and the thera-
py sessions are public.
“I figure, if I can sit in front of 
the whole class and make some 
positive changes in a family’s 
life and not be scared, then do-
ing it in an office by myself will 
seem so much more doable,” 
she said. 
The class inspires confidence 
because the actors are so invest-
ed in their characters, O’Day 
said.
“This isn’t a normal play,” 
she said. “There’s no audience. 
There’s no big to-do. We don’t 
charge admission. It’s just real 
people dealing with real people 
in real situations.”
BETH, I’D LIKE to hear what you think about what your daughters 
have just told us,” Cutler said.
“I don’t know what to think,” 
Beth said quietly. “I just don’t 
know what I did so wrong as 
a mother to make you two hate 
yourselves so much.”
Cutler was quick to stop this 
thought. 
“I think that saying that your 
daughters hate themselves is an 
assumption. What I want is to 
encourage you to go into next 
week remembering that your 
daughters are not their sins. 
They’re separate. Can you sepa-
rate them?”
“I … I just don’t know how to 
move past this point,” Beth said.
Cutler, seeing that her time 
was running out, addressed the 
whole family.
“I think it’s really a posi-
tive thing to hear the truth of 
what’s going on in your family,” 
she said. “This opens the way 
for more truth to come out. So, 
thank you for coming and we 
hope to see you next week.”
Just like that, the act was 
over. 
Heffelfinger, who had been 
slouching in her chair, com-
pletely changed her demeanor. 
Uncrossing her arms and sit-
ting up straight, she took a deep 
breath. 
Holmes took a moment to 
take in her surroundings, ac-
knowledging that she did not 
just undergo therapy. Her char-
acter did.
The actors stood up, walked 
out of the room and went their 
separate ways. Baum got on her 
bike and made her way home. 
Heffelfinger and Parelius went 
to their separate dorms.
Nurre reached in her bag and 
grabbed her iPod. She turned it 
on and switched it from Car-
rie’s rap to Christian praise mu-
sic, shedding the attitude of a 
button-pushing teenager as she 
walked home.
alyssa.small@umontana.edu
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HIGH IN THE RAFTERS of the Adams Center, the most famous char-acter in Montana opens up a CD player and pops in the same disc that he does every Saturday. As he stretches in front of a set of mir-rors, the disc spins and the speakers emit a squeal from a guitar. 
When Metallica’s ‘Ecstasy of Gold’ picks up pace and pulsates through the room, 
the stretches become more intense. Touching of the toes turns into the splits. 
Jumping jacks lead into handstands and handsprings. He watches everything 
he does in the mirror, making sure it’s perfect. He practices a few dances — a 
flurry of kicking knees and flicking heels. 
As the song winds down, he walks to the back of the room and grabs a small 
duffle bag. He carries it to the middle of the room and empties a pile of brown 
fur that has a five-foot radius of gym sock smell onto the padded blue flooring. 
He grabs the clump and stretches it out until it resembles the outline of a body. 
Stripping down to just a pair of shorts, his chest hair matching the fur suit in 
color and quantity, he pulls the fur over his short, powerful frame. A set of latex 
gloves go on his hands — in four years he’s gone through over a thousand pairs 
— to protect the furry gloves that follow from sweat.
He travels down a set of stairs and pauses before passing through an open 
the full
MONTE
TOP LEFT Monte 
shows off for photog-
raphers during a break 
in the action at the 
Idaho State game.
TOP RIGHT Monte 
shoots a T-shirt at a 
pylon in the end zone 
during the game against 
Idaho State.  It was the 
first time he hit the 
pylon this season.
BOTTOM LEFT An 
assistant helps tuck in 
Monte’s head before 
he takes the field.
BOTTOM RIGHT A 
woman gasps in awe as 
Monte passes by in the 
stands during the game 
against Idaho State.
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MONTE
gym, hesitant to let bystanders see him without his head, then makes a beeline 
through the gym with his head down.
He arrives in a tunnel 50 yards from the football field. He pulls his head out 
of a bag while his partner zips up the back of the fur. He then grabs the head and 
attaches it to the body. With that, Monte1 yells, “You complete me,” to Monte2, 
and sprints towards the field, completing the transformation of a quiet anony-
mous senior to the face of The University of Montana.
 
SITTING DOWN at a table in the University Center a week later, Mon-te1 watches as people slowly file past his seat and into the bookstore. Wearing a fleece zip up and blue jeans, he sits with one leg curled up underneath him and the other stretched across the bench in front of 
him. The Missoula native’s experience in gymnastics makes this position rela-
tively easy. People blissfully pass by, oblivious that they are walking past one of 
the most famous mascots in the country.
Currently the character of Monte — played by two UM students — sits third in 
the standings of the Capitol One Mascot of the Year competition. The mascot Monte 
has garnered nearly 800,000 votes as of the start of November. It’s a competition that 
Monte has won twice since 2002, but one that hasn’t been won while Monte1 has 
played the character. Entering his final year of portraying the bear, Monte1 looks to 
have a good shot at the title. Although he’s ranked third in the standings, he’s gar-
nered the second most votes, only falling behind Big Blue of Old Dominion.
Monte has also been invited to the Universal Cheerleading Association na-
tional mascot finals — the first time that Monte has ever been a finalist for Capi-
tal One and UCA in the same year. 
In his four years as Monte — UM’s back-flipping, bandana wearing grizzly bear 
mascot — he has been one of the busiest and most notable faces of the University. 
He’s the first recognizable figure seen at the start of Montana football games. He 
makes over 250 appearances a year. He does football, volleyball, basketball and soc-
cer games. He’s on posters, billboards and commercials. He makes appearances at 
schools and fundraisers. And yes, of course, he does birthdays. 
When he becomes Monte, nobody in Montana grabs more attention. When he 
patrols the sidelines of Washington Grizzly Stadium all that can be heard within 
a 10-foot radius are children calling his name. If he happens to make an appear-
ance at a school it’s as if “Brad Pitt just walked into a sorority,” he said.
But on this Friday, he’s just another student spending his afternoon on cam-
pus working toward his degrees in communications and associate of arts. 
“It’s kind of nice how I can just jump in the suit and be a different person,” 
he said. “When I’m done with my performance it’s fine. I just turn back into this 
short red-headed kid that doesn’t say much.”
He pauses as a student walks by and congratulates him on his performance 
in a recent Missoula theater show. Monte1 thanks him, and the man continues 
into the bookstore.
Talking about critics, he speaks slowly, consciously judging each word before he 
says it. He never has to repeat himself. He carefully guards the character of Monte. 
The persona of Monte is larger than himself and he doesn’t want to interject aspects 
of himself into the character. He is worried by people finding out his secret and 
the rumors that could ensue. Most of his friends he trusts with his persona, but he 
knows others tell. That’s why he gets random calls at midnight requesting perfor-
mances, or random Facebook messages from time to time asking about Monte.
Even for this story, he prefers to not use his name. Instead he suggests a fake 
name.
When asked if he has any suggestions for a name that would best represent 
him, he pauses before naming author Cormac McCarthy.
“I’m a dancer and a gymnast, but if you asked me to choose between meeting
Michael Jackson or McCarthy, I would go with McCarthy every time.”
 
MONTANA HAS a hefty lead heading into the second quarter against Idaho State, but Monte1 is frustrated. He sits down on a chair in a conference room in the Adams Center and is handed a portable video camera by Monte2. Two University students split 
the role of Monte. While Monte1 is in his fifth and final year as the bear, Monte2 
has just one year under his belt. Monte1 performs during the first half of football 
games, while Monte2 does the second. The two performers differ in personal-
ity and technique. Monte2 is taller, leaner and more rhythmic. He specializes 
in dance moves opposed to Monte1’s tumbling-gymnastic based style. When 
Monte2 warms up, he prefers Michael Jackson to Monte1’s Metallica. Despite 
these differences, the two strive to keep the personality of their Montes similar.
When one Monte is performing, the other records it. As Monte1 watched his 
first quarter performance, he muttered criticisms as sweat dripped from his 
head onto the video screen. He makes mental notes for the second quarter: More 
tumbling, more interactions with the refs and cheerleaders. More of everything. 
The golden rule for the Monte’s is to never get caught doing nothing.
“I’m a little morbid when it comes to this,” he said. “Everything is a failure, 
just sometimes I don’t fail so bad.”
Not everything he watches on the video displeases him. He’s quite fond of a pro-
gression in which he shoots the north end zone pylon with a pressurized t-shirt gun. 
He watches himself in the video slowly crawl towards the pylon. Ten meters from 
his target he steadies himself on one knee. Slowly pulling the gun up from his right 
leg, as if releasing it from an imaginary holster, he takes aim at the pylon.
Looking down the barrel of the gun he calmly pulls the trigger; the gun 
makes a sound reminiscent of a cork being pulled from a bottle of wine, and 
down goes the pylon.
“That’s the first time I’ve been able to get that this year,” Monte1 laughs. 
“Great footage man,” he said to his younger counterpart.
The two Montes compile footage of their best performances and put them to-
gether in a package to send to the mascot of the year competition. Since the inaugu-
ral competition in 2002, Monte has won the national contest twice. For promotional 
reasons, Monte1 has been flown to New York for the competition and even filmed 
a commercial for it on the same golf course in Vancouver, B.C. that Happy Gilmore 
was filmed.
He doesn’t deny that winning the mascot of the year contest would be an 
honor for him and the program, but at the same time, Monte1 doesn’t get overly 
concerned about it. Basically, he said, it’s just a popularity contest that doesn’t 
judge his actual talent as a performer.
“Griz Nation is going to support anything Griz and I imagine that’s how the 
other schools are too,” he said. “And I’m very thankful for that support, but it 
just comes down to how much each person can vote.”
Winning the title, he says would be special because of all the people that help 
support the two Montes and all the work that goes into putting them on the field.
Before Monte gets into the suit before each game, he does a loop around the 
football field chatting with security guards, his bosses, the cheerleaders and, of 
course, Sharon Laramie, who helps rid his suit of its stench.
When the second quarter begins, Monte1 hands the camera back to Monte2, puts 
his head on and walks out onto the field, which is deceivingly hot for a mid-October 
afternoon. Even during colder weather games, the Montes sweat buckets. That’s 
why Monte1 drinks a gallon of water before each game. He only has 15 minutes 
left to work today, but even that can be draining. On the field, he’s in the center of 
25,000 rabid football fans. The noise is amplified, the heat sweltering and the stress 
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TOP During periodic breaks throughout the 
game, Monte watches replays of his actions on 
a video camera.  The highlight clips are com-
piled and sent in to mascot competitions.
LEFT Latex gloves are worn under the bear suit gloves 
to prevent sweat and moisture from building up.
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ulcer inducing. The only place he can 
get away from it, even for a moment, is a 
tiny nook hidden by a pad underneath a 
stairwell in the south end zone. There’s 
only enough room in this small cubby for 
Monte, a portable fan, a couple of towels, 
extra t-shirts to throw to the crowd and a 
water cooler. Cramped, dark and seclud-
ed, it’s one of Monte1’s favorite places on 
the field.
“Out there it’s bright and crazy,” he 
said. “In here, it’s a tiny dark space. A 
place where I can stop and think.”
 
A CLOWN ARRIVES to a set of stairs with the desire to ascend them. He takes a step and falls. He gets up and tries 
again. Another fail. One more attempt 
garners the same result. In a last ditch ef-
fort, the clown goes into a handstand and 
walks easily up the stairs on his hands.
This is a story that Monte1 tells when 
trying to explain the character of Monte. 
He says that all great characters, whether 
it’s a clown or a motorcycle-riding bear, 
need conflict. Without that conflict, the 
character doesn’t have purpose. The 
clown’s may have been a set of stairs, but 
Monte’s conflict, he explains, is deeper.
Monte wants to be human.
He can walk like one, move like one 
and sometimes even act like one, but ul-
timately he fails.
“He runs into things. He trips. He 
tries to hit on girls and he fails,” Mon-
te1 said. “But he can dance,” he pauses. 
“He can tumble and do tricks. All these 
things that are hard for us, but the com-
edy is that’s the easy way for him.”
As his time as the face of the Univer-
sity comes to a close, Monte1 has little 
time for being sentimental. But looking 
back, he’s satisfied with his take on the 
Montana tradition. He’s netted his fair 
share of criticism. People have told him 
he’s not as good as Barry Anderson, a 
former Monte who now portrays the 
Chicago Bulls’ mascot, Benny the Bull. 
The two played the character different-
ly. Where Barry would strive to be the 
center of attention directing the crowd, 
Monte1 gets his satisfaction from do-
ing little things that maybe one or two 
members of the crowd get.  
Over the last four years, Monte1 has 
lived and breathed life into a furry suit.
He’s sacrificed his social life. Not 
only does he hide what he’s doing from 
the majority of the people he knows, but 
most weekend nights he chooses to stay 
at home with a book as opposed to join-
ing the college crowd downtown.  
He’s sacrificed his body too. On the 
field, Monte1 has broken ribs, dislocated 
both shoulders and once tore his ham-
string en route to launching himself into 
the goal post. 
Later in life he’s sure he’ll look back 
at his time as Monte with fond memo-
ries. His future house will most likely 
have photos and mementos from this 
quiet man’s time as the most exuberant 
character in Montana.
For the time remaining, though, he 
treats Monte as a job, as a character.
“I don’t think I’ll miss it, but that 
doesn’t mean I’ll be glad when it’s over,” 
he said.
“I’m about doing the work and then 
leaving. That is what it’s been about for 
these four years.
“I’m sure there will be one day where 
I look back and say, ‘boy that was wild,’” 
he paused, carefully thinking about his 
next sentence.
“Or,” he paused again, taking a mo-
ment to rationalize his four years of 
dressing up in fur, “I’ll realize that I 
was just a creepy guy in a bear suit.”
tyson.alger@umontana.edu
Monte risks being seen as he walks through the basketball arena before the start of the football 
game without his head on.  
SPORTS 11Montana KaiminFriday,  November 19, 2010
Winning is nice.
Making it to the playoffs is 
better.
Doing both at the expense 
of your in-state rival is a dream 
come true.
On Saturday at Washington-
Grizzly stadium, the Montana 
Grizzlies will have a chance 
to  beat the Montana State Bob-
cats in the 110th “Brawl of the 
Wild.”
“I was in this game as an 
assistant for nine years and 
understood how much hatred 
there is in this game,” said first-
year Griz head coach Robin 
Pflugrad. “[Hatred is] the best 
term. I can’t [think] of any other 
term to use.”
While it’s always a great 
delight for the Griz to beat 
their Big Sky brethren east 
of the divide, this year there 
is far more at stake than just 
bragging rights. For the first 
time in recent memory, the 
Grizzlies need a win over the 
Bobcats in order to help se-
cure a playoff trip for the 18th 
straight season.
On the other hand, a Bobcat 
win would drastically increase 
the possibility of at least a share 
of a conference title for the first 
time since 2005, the last year 
they beat the Grizzlies. 
Despite the monumental 
playoff and conference cham-
pionship implications, there’s 
still the matter of laying claim 
to title of winner.
And for seniors Chase Reyn-
olds, Andrew Selle, Jeff Larson, 
Alex Verlanic and Tyler Hobbs 
that title will mean more than 
anything else in the world 
come Saturday.
Reynolds, Selle, Larson and 
Verlanic are the only seniors 
born in Big Sky country and 
all of them hold this matchup 
close to their hearts.
“The competition gets 
higher,” Reynolds said.  “I 
don’t know if I necessarily 
hate anybody over there.  I 
hate the name Bozeman … 
There’s a lot of anger and a lot 
of bragging rights that come 
with a win.”
For the Drummond native 
and star running back, the 
game on Saturday is impor-
tant, but beating the ‘Cats is 
also about honoring the play-
ers that came before him and 
showing reverence for their 
contribution to this heated ri-
valry, he added.
Although his college career 
was ended prematurely after 
sustaining a shoulder injury 
against Sacramento State in 
September, Selle, a Billings na-
tive, has taken up coaching du-
ties while recuperating and is 
still excited about this year’s 
game.
“Obviously it’s a big-time 
game and I’d be a liar if I said 
I wasn’t dying to be out there 
on the field for this one,” Selle 
said. 
Larson, who hails from Cut 
Bank and made the switch 
from quarterback to wide re-
ceiver this season, was a bit 
more restrained and a lot more 
reflective about the upcoming 
duel with the Bobcats.
“I was talking to my brother 
last night and he goes ‘Is it kind 
of weird that this could be your 
last game, and, for sure, your 
last Cat-Griz game?’” Larson 
said. “I haven’t really thought 
about it until last night, and 
it kind of just sunk in a little 
bit that this is the last time I’ll 
get to run out of the tunnel 
with these guys for a Cat-Griz 
game.”
Larson added that former 
Griz standout safety and cur-
rent Atlanta Falcon Shann 
Schillinger sent out a mass 
text message to the team that 
read, “Prepare this week like 
you’ve never prepared before 
because it’s a special moment 
in your lives that you’ll never 
forget.”
The only player at Tuesday’s 
press conference that is not 
from Montana was Hobbs, who 
hails from Spokane, Wash.
However, that hasn’t 
stopped him from developing 
a pure hatred for anything that 
calls itself a Bobcat.
“Fortunately for me, I’m 
not from the state of Montana 
and unlike Verlanic over here, 
I don’t have any ties to MSU, 
so my hatred level is topping 
the charts,” Hobbs said with 
a grin, referencing Verlanic’s 
two brothers who attend MSU. 
“I don’t have any friends over 
there, I don’t know anyone on 
the team, and so, I’m fired up 
about this game.” 
With all the bantering be-
tween the mustached (except 
for Larson) seniors, Pflugrad 
couldn’t help but join in on 
some of the fun when asked 
about Bobcat freshman phe-
nom quarterback Denarius Mc-
Ghee.
“Well, we hope he gets 
off the bus in Butte and we 
can kidnap him or some-
thing. That’s really about all 
you can do or maybe Drum-
mond,” Pflugrad said with a 
smirk. “We got some friends 
in Drummond.”
While the team’s last big 
date with the assembled me-
dia before Saturday had its 
run of jokes, every player on 
that panel knows from expe-
rience that this game will be 
nothing short of a war be-
tween two groups of people 
Troy Warzocha
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Brawl of the Wild brings hatred and tradition
that genuinely don’t like each 
other.
Although, in the trenches, 
it’ll be especially nasty, the 
Grizzlies will be ready for any-
thing the Bobcats bring off the 
bus, Verlanic said.
“It’s obviously kicked up a 
notch,” the senior center said. 
“It’s a title fight. The first few 
plays are more about who gets 
the first punch in and less 
about if you go the right direc-
tion or not … It’s physical and 
there’s so much on the line 
that you can’t do anything 
but.”
When asked if he meant a 
literal or a metaphorical punch, 
Verlanic replied, “It could be ei-
ther.” 
troy.warzocha@umontana.edu
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This week, in a very special 
Griz-Cat edition of AJ Versus, the 
Montana Kaimin made its trium-
phant return to the field at Wash-
ington-Grizzly Stadium. A football 
and a hula hoop in hand, it’s time 
for a showdown with starting 
quarterback Justin Roper.
In preparation for this matchup, 
I decided I needed to look the part 
of a Montana quarterback. Real-
izing I’m way too tall to pull off a 
Dave Dickenson and not Hawai-
ian enough to be a Brian Ah Yat, I 
decided to go more modern. So I 
didn’t shave for a couple weeks.
I figure I’ll have to call upon 
the power of my Andrew Selle 
beard to have any shot at win-
ning just about any sort of com-
petition against Justin Roper 
(except maybe a self-deprecating 
contest, apparently). It’s not quite 
voodoo, but I’ll need whatever 
help I can get.
I march out onto the field fol-
lowed by my camera crew like 
troops into battle. Our weapon: 
a football. Our mission: toss it 
through a hoop better than Justin 
can.
My lovely assistant (my room-
mate Adam) counts off 10 yards 
and stands with the obnoxiously 
green and sparkly hula hoop, 
extending it out from his body 
to create a nice four-foot circu-
lar target for me. I step up to an 
imaginary line of scrimmage, 
momentarily acting like I’m tak-
ing the ball from under center 
(because authenticity is impor-
tant). I fire at the ring. 
And miss by a lot.
“Uh … we each get two tries 
at each one,” I announce. What-
ever, I’m making the rules as I go. 
Deal with it, Roper. My next pass 
glides gracefully through the 
hoop. A perfect-ish spiral. 
Now it’s Justin’s turn, but I have 
a trick up my sleeve. I give the sig-
nal and my lovely assistant folds 
the hoop in half, creating a ring 
that’s half the size. My collapsible 
travel hula hoop (that’s right, look 
it up, it’s a real thing) will even the 
playing field. I mean, come on; this 
guy’s the second most accurate 
passer in the Big Sky.
Justin laughs and tosses his first 
pass just wide. Yes, I’m in his head! 
I fetch him another ball and the 
Buford, Ga., native quickly sends 
a rocket directly through the 2-foot 
opening. We’re tied thanks to my 
vs
AJ
Justin Roper by A.J. Mazzolini
Watch AJ’s next adventure damn second throw rule.
The hoop moves back to 15 
yards. The Grizzlies’ quarterback 
eyes his target and connects on his 
first attempt. Then at 20 yards, an 
even crisper pass cruises through 
the opening. Oh man, this guy’s 
on fire. I, not surprisingly, miss my 
much more massive target (by a lot) 
on my first attempts from 15 and 
20 yards. But I’m a clutch player, a 
second-half rallier, a comeback ma-
chine, and on the brink of elimina-
tion, I nail the second attempt both 
times. That’s right, move ‘em back.
Sadly, 20 yards is my limit, it 
seems. Right after that my accu-
racy steeply drops off. I might as 
well be throwing blindfolded. 
Passes are flying wide by huge 
margins. Vanna — uh, I mean 
Adam — is in more danger of 
getting creamed than the stupid 
hula hoop. I guess it’s lucky for 
him I’m not throwing bullets. 
Whatever, I’ll blame it on the 
failing light or the crisp evening 
air; it’s my column.
But Justin struggles from the 
25-yard line as well. His first pass 
misses the mark, but I can tell he’s 
really getting into it now. There’s 
determination in his eyes as he 
motions for a second football, the 
dagger that will end my life in 
this competition. He grips it and 
chucks a spiral at the tiny ring. It’s 
on line. It crashes into the exterior 
of the target, knocking the hoop 
down from where its holder had 
placed it.
Does that count? It kind of 
went through? Umm, I know, 
time for a tiebreaker. A little dis-
tance competition should do.
I really step into one and it 
flies from the south end zone of 
Washington-Grizzly Stadium to 
about the 40-yard marker. Not 
bad for a scrawny kid. Justin 
prepares his turn, but to make it 
interesting, the ball is gripped in 
his left hand. There’s no way he 
throws left-handed for 40 yards! 
I’m smirking.
But, he does. And a few more 
yards after that. Great. How 
many times do I have to cheat to 
actually win!?
anthony.mazzolini@umontana.edu
@ montanakaimin.com
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Four Big Sky Conference 
volleyball teams have noth-
ing to play for this weekend, 
save pride. For all intents and 
purposes, their seasons are 
finished with no possibility 
for the postseason.
Montana is not one of those 
teams.
Though the Griz are cur-
rently just on the outside of 
the playoff seeding, head 
coach Jerry Wagner was quick 
to point out that they’re still 
alive in the standings.
At least for now.
The Grizzlies will meet 
Weber State tonight at 7 p.m. 
and Idaho State on Saturday 
at the same time this weekend 
at home to end the regular 
season. Montana (11–14, 7–7 in 
conference) is standing on its 
last legs and needs to sweep 
the mini-homestand to give 
themselves a shot at playing 
past Thanksgiving.
The Grizzlies, sitting in 5th 
place in the conference, are 
one of three teams battling for 
the two final spots in the Big 
Sky Conference Tournament 
with two matches left on the 
schedule. The Griz trail both 
Idaho State (17–11, 8–6) and 
Sacramento State (15–15, 8–6) 
by one game.
“We keep working to-
ward having everybody on 
the court playing their best 
games,” Wagner said. “No 
question there’s a sense of ur-
gency for that to happen here 
at home this weekend.”
The Grizzlies, picked to tie 
for first in the conference in 
the preseason coaches’ poll, 
missed out on an opportunity 
to relieve some of that pres-
sure when they dropped a 
3–0 decision at 4th place Sac-
ramento State last week. It’s 
tough losing to the team you 
need to jump for your season 
to survive, Wagner said, but 
playing Sac State at home has 
been a challenge for just about 
every team. The Hornets are 
10–3 in their own gym this 
season.
In order to have any chance 
at making the postseason 
tournament, the coach said 
his players had to move on 
from the disappointing loss. 
The team has “a lot left in the 
tank” and is excited about 
meeting the challenge.
“(The Sac State match) was 
kind of a wakeup call,” said 
senior libero Brittney Brown. 
“We didn’t have our feet on 
the ground but we learned 
from it.
“It’s kind of fun being in 
this situation because it’s a do 
or die, and I personally like 
to play under pressure,” she 
added.
Fellow senior Steph Turner 
said she’s not ready for her 
Montana career to be over 
quite yet.
“I think that every game 
in the season is a must-win,” 
the outside hitter from Day-
ton, Wash., said, “but maybe 
there’s a little extra edge this 
week because we all know 
what’s at stake.”
But the Grizzlies’ fate is 
largely out of their control at 
this point. With only the top 
four teams getting a playoff 
berth, Montana has sputtered 
toward the end of the season. 
The team dropped four of its 
last five contests in the last 
two weeks to fall two spots in 
the standings. That comes on 
the heels of an 8–3 run over 
the span of a month and a 
half.
Even with a pair of season-
closing wins, their future is 
still murky. Barring either Sac 
State or Idaho State dropping 
both of their games respec-
tively, the Griz will see a se-
ries of tie-breaker scenarios 
for the final playoff spot. 
A tie with the Hornets for 
fourth at 8–8 would end with 
Montana being left out in the 
cold since Sac State won more 
points in their two matchups 
this year. Any tie involving 
Idaho State would come down 
to number sets or points won 
in head-to-head matches as 
well, which won’t be deter-
mined until the two teams 
meet on Saturday.
anthony.mazzolini@umontana.edu
Montana spikers put season on the line
VOLLEYBALL
A.J. Mazzolini
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K A I M I N  C L A S S I F I E D S
The Kaimin assumes no responsibility for 
advertisements which are placed in the 
Kiosk. We urge all readers to use their 
best judgement and investigate fully any 
offers of employment, investment or re-
lated topics before paying out any money.
Student/Faculty/Staff
$1.20 per 5-word line/day
Off Campus
$1.30 per 5-word line/day
R A T E S
Lost and found ads may be placed 
in the Kiosk free of charge. They can 
be 3 lines long and run for 3 days.
The Kiosk runs 4 days per week. Prepay-
ment is required. Ads may be placed at 
DAH 207 or via FAX: 243-5475, email: 
kaiminads@gmail.com or call 243-6541.
montanakaimin 
Office Staff
AD REPRESENTATIVES
Holly Calloway
Lindsay Farnsworth
Ashley Oppel
Tes Schaefer
PRODUCTION
Callisa Block
OFFICE ASSISTANTS
Pam Jarnagin
Walter M. Kelly III
OFFICE MANAGER
Ruth Johnson
                BAHA’I   FAITH 
“Man and woman both should be educated 
equally and equally regarded.” - ‘Abdu’l-
Bahá  For information call 829-9538 
Online: bahai.org or bahai.us
                 COMPUTERS 
Reliable PC/laptop repair.  Voted best of 
Missoula 2010.  Student discounts!  136 E 
Broadway Computer Central 542-6540
                  FOR RENT 
Weekend cabins 30 min. from Missoula 
$44-$66/ night. Rock Creek Cabins  
251-6611
                  FOR SALE 
Digital Scales. Low Prices. Joint Effort 
1918 Brooks Holiday Village Shopping 
Center, Missoula.
 
Are you a hookah smoker? The Joint 
Effort has 38 flavors of Shisha large and 
small charcoal 1918 Brooks Holiday  
Village Shopping Center
Cone incense large selection! The Joint 
Effort 1918 Brooks Holiday Village  
Shopping Center, Missoula 
ReTHINK, ReUSE, ReNEW Your 
Style with Gently Pre-Loved Clothing, 
Shoes, Purses and Accessories at DejaNu 
Consignment Boutique. Located behind 
Walgreens on Brooks in the Stephens 
Center. Visit us on the web at dejanustyle.
vpweb.com.
Student Special! Real tree, decorated in 
burgundy/silver, 18”-24” tall, $65. Free 
delivery to UM. Order by Dec. 10 for 
delivery before Christmas. 406-498-3273
                 HELP WANTED 
“DIRECT CARE positions available 
working w/individuals w/disabilities. 
Experience working w/adults w/dis-
abilities preferred.  PT & FT, noon/eve, 
& wknd shifts providing services in a 
res/comm. setting.  Overnight positions 
also available at our residential sites. No 
Record of Abuse, Neglect/Exploitation. 
Valid MT Driver’s License. TO APPLY: 
Applications available at Opportunity 
Resources, Inc.
2821 South Russell Street, Missoula, MT 
59801. Extensive background checks will 
be completed. NO RESUMES.  EOE. “
                   PERSONALS 
UM WILL BE TOBACCO FREE FALL 
2011 “I smoke and would like to quit. If 
the campus is smoke free it would help 
with my goal of quitting smoking.” - UM 
Student
                     SERVICES 
Organic body waxing Kara Shear  
Perfection UC Center 721-1166
                MISCELLANEOUS 
If your GPA is 3.5 or higher, you’re invited 
to join Golden Key, a campus and  
community organization.  Goldenkey.org
Pancake breakfast Sunday November 
21 9am - 1:30pm $6.00 Sons of Norway 
5795 Hwy 935 Proceeds to Missoula Food 
Bank.
 
Hey Student Groups! Make a statement 
with matching group t-shirts! Affordable 
and printed by UM students! American 
Humanics: 406-490-6405 umhumanics@
yahoo.com
DRAWING for $537 in FREE Merchan-
dise at Hide & Sole, Unique Leather 
Goods & Footwear in Downtown Missou-
la. Drawing is Sat, Nov 27th at 5pm. Buy 
3 Smartwool Socks - Get the 4th FREE.
Live music Friday and Saturday! County 
Line Band! Come celebrate the griz vic-
tory! Tailgate Party Saturday! The Sunrise 
Saloon & Casino, 1100 block of Strand   
728-1559
              SONG OF THE DAY 
Notorious B.I.G – “Mo Money Mo 
Problems”
PARTING SHOT
Greg Lindstrom/Montana Kaimin
Monte passes out on the floor after his first-half performance during the Idaho State game.
